Minister’s address

Dear staff members of the Icelandic Medicines Control Agency (IMCA) and other guests,

It is with great pleasure that I open the IMCA's brand new website.

As you know, IMCA is an independent regulatory authority under the Ministry for Health and Social Securities that administers essential work on professional surveillance of manufacturing, import and distribution of medicinal products.

The agency’s main tasks are to issue marketing authorisations for medicinal products, in collaboration with regulatory authorities within the European Economic Area (EEA), to inspect the pharmaceutical industry in Iceland, and to ensure professional and unbiased information flow to health professionals and to consumers. Aside from providing marketing authorisations and overseeing the production, distribution and sales of medicine, IMCA administers adverse reaction reporting for medicinal products in use in Iceland. The agency also authorises clinical trials, monitors advertising of medicines and publishes the Medicinal Products Catalogue.

During the brief span of time I have been a minister I have enjoyed excellent cooperation with the Executive Manager and other staff of the agency. I visited IMCA on 6th of October last year where I received good information on the tasks and function of the agency and was convinced of the agency's professionalism and good work. I have heard the staff of the ministry also praise the agency for good cooperation and for professional and fast handling of cases, which are forwarded to the agency for finalisation or for comments.

Nevertheless I must also add that a few interested parties who have come to the ministry have complained about the agency. I am of the opinion that in most cases such complaints have been based on misunderstandings and therefore I have defended the agency when I have heard them, not least after I had the chance to familiarise myself with the agency's work routines.

I wonder whether all interested parties and the general public have been informed well enough on the activities of the agency and the good work being accomplished there. 

The availability of accessible and comprehensive information on medicinal products and related issues leaves something to be desired. On this issue the Medicines Policy, valid until 2012, states that, “the separation of tasks between The Directorate of Health, The Icelandic Medicines Control Agency and The Social Insurance Administration needs to be clarified and their cooperation ensured concerning information on medicinal products and consumption of medicines and their quality, safety and efficacy.”

The Policy also states that, “it must be decided which information will be available from the regulatory authorities, monthly, quarterly or yearly. Regular and extensive surveillance of the parties dealing with medicinal products is essential. The Directorate of Health, The Icelandic Medicines Control Agency and The Social Insurance Administration need to utilise their databases to relay impartial and authoritative information to professionals and the general public. These organisations must liaise on information issues and make information easily available on the website of the Icelandic Medicines Control Agency with direct links to other health and governmental bodies.”

And still further, in order to improve adherence of patients to medical therapy, “The Icelandic Medicines Control Agency, The Social Insurance Administration and The Directorate of Health must give unbiased information to health professionals and the general public on medicinal products and the use of medicines.”

By opening the new IMCA website here today, the agency is responding and improving information flow to the general public in the spirit of the Medicines Strategy.

I welcome this initiative and congratulate the staff of the Icelandic Medicines Control Agency on this milestone.

